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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASA METAPHOR

Abstract in Romanain: Cercetarea metaforei a devenit una dintre cele mai importaat@idn stiinta moderna
cognitivistd, care studiaza metafora ca “o comparatie simplificatd”. in cognitivistica moderna se considera cd metafora
este o operatie fundamentala intelectuald, un mijloc de cunoastere, structurare, apriciere si explicare a lumii. Articolul
dat este dedicat studierfiroblemei de dezvoltare economicd ca model de metaforizare in economie. Metafora
conceptuald influenteaza autoconstiinta nationala, sociala si personald; aceasta formeaza relatiile si pozitia personalitatii
fatd de lume. Personalitatea exprima gindurile sale nu numai cu ajutorul metaforei, persoana deja gindeste metaforic;
omul creaza aceasta lume prin intermediul metaforei. Dezvoltarea economica ca o metafora este investigatd conform a
sapte tipuri de conceptii metaforice.

Abstract in Russian: OfHO #3 caMbIX BaXHBIX M COBPEMCHHBIX HAIPABICHHH KOTHUTHBHOW HAyKH CTaia
uccieoBanne Metadopbl, KOTopasi u3ydaeT Metadopy Kak «ympolieHHoe cpaBHeHHe». COBpeMEHHast JTMHTBHCTHKA
npencraBisier  Metagopy  Kak  Beyllas ~— MEHTaJbHas  Omepanus, Kak HampaBJieHUe  00pa3oBaHUA,
CTPYKTypoOOpa3oBaHHe, OLECHKa W MOsicHeHHe Mupa. CTaThs MOCBAIIACHIBECS HCCICIOBAHUIO MPOOJIEMBI Pa3BUTHSA
9KOHOMHUKHM KaK MOJeNIb 3KOHOMHYecKoil Metadopsl. KoHuenrtyanbHas Metadopa OTpaxkaeT HalHOHAIBHOE,
COLIMANIBHOE M JINYHOCTHOE CAMOCO3HAHHUE; OHO 00pa3yeT B3aMMOOTHOIICHHE H OTHOLICHHE JINYHOCTH Ha Mup. YenoBek
BBIP)KAET €r0 MBICIM HE CTOJIBKO IO CPEACTBaM MeTadopsbl, KaK OH JyMaeT ¢ IMOMOIIBI MeTadop; OH CO3[aeT ITOT
MHp 10 cpeacTBaM Metadopbl. Pa3BuTre 5KOHOMHKHM Kak MeTadopa MpeACTaBIeHa B CEMH KOHILCIIUAX.

Economics is the realized system of human activities related to the productionbutistn, exchange, and
consumption of goods and services of a country or other akeaokxksu W.I1., Kosanenko IT.W. “AHriaviickuii s
skoHoMucToB”, Pocros-na-Jlony 2004,p.299] The composition of a given economy is inseparable from tegiical
evolution, civilization's history and social organization, as well as from Eagbigraphy and ecology, e.gcoregions
which represent different agricultural and resource extraction opportunities, among other factors. Economy refers also
to the measure of how a country or region is progressing irs tefproduct.

The word ‘economics' can be traced back to the wasdeovouia, "one who manages a household”, derived
from eixog, "house”, andéuw, "distribute (especially, manage)". Frankovéuog of a household or family" but also
senses such as "thrift", "direction”, "administration”, "arrangement”, ardi¢grevenue of a state".

About 14 years ago the irreplaceable Rob Miob Mier “Dilemmas of Urban Economic Development:
Issues in Theory and Practice”, New York 1993,p.56] and the well-published Richard Bingham (both based at the
University of Illinois at Chicago and Viet Nam vets) edited an interestingpgubarticles ina book entitled “Theories
of Economic Development: Perspectives From Across the Disciplines”, that, in turn, described and applied most of the
theories and models of economic development that existed at the time. T¢ladedn cost minimization models,
cluster theories, agglomeration economies, central place theory, product cyole stege/cycle/wave theories, export
base theory, entrepreneurial theories, growth machine models, and masy Otiginally, the editors had planned to
synthesize all these perspectives and expound ways in which they ededditdr applied in the field. Needless to say,
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given the 51 different interpretative frameworks covered by the artickee ibook, this proved to be too ambitious of
an assignment.

The economic éveloper needs “new angles” for seeing problems and devising solutions, narratives for
explaining their work, metaphors for inspiring action, and concrete tools for delivering the “goods” — more employment
and a stronger tax base. Consequently, Mier R. and Bingham S. devetwpadcemmon (but generally unstated)
metaphors that they believed guided policy and practice and were notisenetedcategories, but fuzzy, alternative
frameworks for understanding and actifMier R.“Dilemmas of Urban Economic Development: Issues in Theory and
Practice”, New York 1993, p.70].The authors also demonstrated how the varied theories fit into different
metaphors. Here athe seven types of metaphorical concepts:

» Economic development as problem solving This metaphor was based on the need to limit and prioritize the
data needed to reach a decision. Targeted industry strategies and transpmosatininimization modes are just two
examples of methods within this “paradigm.” The metaphor’s general thrust is to focus by defining the types of data
gathering that is truly essential, establishing the nature of the problepportunity to be addressed, moving quickly
into action planning and pursuing strategic and tactical courses that avilict.cdts chief pitfall is premature closure
— defining the nature of the community’s development challenge too quickly and being a development copy-cat, not
innovator or customizerFor e.g.time — Bpems; the economical metaphors which express the time in economical
discourse: “time account” - cpouHblil BkIan; ‘“time bill” - Bekcemb CO CPOKOM IUIATE)Ka HYepe3 OMPEACIEHHBII
IIPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHHU.

» Economic development as running a business Government is secondary to the process. Organizational and
management thinking is more relevant than econonii@s: need to be able to “speak corporate” to succeed. There
are attendant tendencies to over-emphasize the role of capital investment as tthenpudant factor in the
development process, to privilege organizations and persons commangiitad, ¢a work mainly with mainstream
business constituencies, to adopt conventional business climate notioadess thor viewing development realities, to
emphasize the sanctity of private markets and the importance of elite gapmeFor e.g.movement — aemwkenue; the
act of changing location from one place to another; in economical termintegy move” — nBuxeHue 1EH.

» Economic development as building a growth machine This perspective sides with the pro-growth factions
in the area- most local officials, place-based business interests such as utilities, ret&@istada) bankers, and others.
Export base models and project impact analyses are among its favoredTiboke that are less powerful and are
either run-over or bypassed by growth are rarely among its éstezoncerns. For e.growth — pocr; this construction
is presented which contains the quantitative “growth rate”. The annual rate at which a variable, such as gross
domestic product or a firm's earnings, has been or is expectgdvio “monetary growth” — pocT ASHEKHOU MaCChI,
“company growth” — pocT KOMIaHUH.

» Economic development as preserving nature and place This metaphor emphasizes the homegrown
economy, smart growth, and local initiative. It is more critical of standadipe than the earlier views. It may have a
social justice vision, a “small is beautiful” ethos, a nature and heritage preservationist mentality, a not-in-my-backyard
anger. lts pitfalls include: minimizing ties with other localities, regiamsl nations, ignoring economies of scale, and
allowing better land use planning to trump equity issues. For e.g.uren&ull — 651k, the general meaning is an adult
male bovine mammal or sometimes in the animal world is the rhakertain other large animals, such as the alligator,
elephant, or moose. In the economical terminology it characterize the pergotmastic investors who are presently
predicting good things for the market, and are attempting to profit this upward movement:‘bull speculation” -
urpa Ha moBblitieHne; “‘bull spread” - MBOWHOW OMIIMOH B pacu€Te HA BHITOAY OT MOBBIMIEHUS KypcoB; “‘bull pool” -
O6’bCZ[I/IHeHI/Ie CIICKYJIAHTOB, UTPAIOIHX Ha IMOBBIIICHUC.

» Economic development as releasing human potential This metaphor makes up for decades of the *field
neglect of human capital and entrepreneurial initiativit.also focuses more clearly on the fact that development is
ultimately about people and their standard of living and inclusion, notppadits. For e.g.physical abilities —
¢msnueckue ciocooHoctr; physical abilities proper to people in different social status, or their ages; every peason
own abilities. In economical terminology due to transfer of the meanieyg aloquire a new meaningopinion
consistency’” — COTJIaCOBAaHHOCTh MHEHUH.

» Economic development as exerting leadership This is a strong undercurrent in development today. Planner
Edward Blakely captures this concept in a simple formula: economic development equals capacity time’s resources.

And by capacity, he means leadershig arganizational strengths. Viewing this mathematically, a “c” that is less than
“one” lowers the impact of other resources, such as a good location, a skilled workforce, low energy costs, etc.
Leadership has always been important, but now it’s shifting from sheer civic boosterism to vision, collaborative and
negotiating skills, reaching out and mobilizing. For eeplize — ocosnasate; in general it means to comprehend
completely or correctly. In economical terminology to exchange holdinggpaods for money, realized price” -
yCTaHOBIJICHHAS LieHa; “realized profit” - moay4eHHas! IPUOBLIB.

» Development as a quest for social justice A lot of development projects are sold on the basis of aiding those
that are most disadvantaged and struggling. Sadly, few really defivteis promise. While operating within market
parameters, this view calls for broadening asset ownership and exgpandimomic opportunities for places and people
left behind. At times, it even embraces conflict as the onlytawdust a logjam. The view also tends to amplify the
indigenous development and community capacity and control idesmra of the other metaphors. Needless to say,
this is a tough row to hoe. Race and class issues come to the fogewalothe need to nurture people power. For e.g.
the professionplunger — Bomonas; the person who plunges or dives; in economical terminology it hasearsatimantic
meaning “CrIeKyJISIHT, UAYIITHH Ha OOJBIION PUCK B 0XKHUIAHWU BBICOKHUX TPUOBLICH .

Thus, a given development strategy is not just context dependentaineardy science; its associated
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values, stories, vocabulary, and metaphors shape its destiny, its suecestgkires. Mier R. and Bingham S. [Mier
R. “Dilemmas of Urban Economic Development: Issues in Theory and Practice”, New York 1993p.56] remind us that
promoting alternative, better futures is a thread running throughkea#n metaphors. But to do this with more
effectiveness, environmental sensitivity, and inclusion, developess imerease their mindfulness of the omissions
and biases and politics hidden in these common metaphorical models.
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